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Understanding the Station and Degrees of the Luminosity of the
Imam Mahdi (AJ) and Its Dimensions™
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2. Full Professor of Philosophy, Baqir al-Olum University, Qom, Iran.
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Abstract

The blessings and blessings present in the universe, whether material
or spiritual, are bestowed through the mediation of the sacred essence
of the Imam Mahdi. God began the creation of the universe with the
essences of the Fourteen Infallibles and concludes it with them; their
existence is the cause of the stability, continuity, and survival of the
contingent realm. Narrations emphasize that the recognition
(Ma'rifah) of the Imam of every age must be realized through the
"Knowledge of the Imam's Station of Luminosity." However, much of
the existing knowledge within the Shiah community is not formed on
this basis, which significantly impacts the manifestation of his
Guardianship (Wilayah), devotion to him (Muwalat), and dissociation
(Bara'at) from his enemies. Based on this necessity, the author
employs a descriptive-analytical method to explore the dimensions of
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the Luminosity of the Imam Mahdi (AJ) and Its Dimensions. Va'ad al-Umam fi Al-Qur’an va Al-
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the Station of Luminosity of the Imam of the Age (AJ). Ultimately, the
research concludes that the Infallible Imams reside in a station of
luminous and qualitative unity; accordingly, the attributes of
luminosity found in all the Infallibles exist within the Imam Mahdi as
well. In the current era, attaining any degree of these luminous
stations depends on a spiritual journey (Suluk) alongside the Imam,
and his occultation or lack of public appearance does not constitute an
obstacle to benefiting from this station of luminosity or traversing its
levels.

Keywords

The Station of Luminosity of the Imam of the Age (AJ), The Origin of
the Imam’s Light, The Existential Journey of the Imam's Station of
Luminosity, The Epistemic Fruit of the Imam Mahdi's Luminosity.
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Va'ad al-Umam
fi Al-Qur'an va Al-Hadith

Time-Setting (Tawqit) Regarding the Reappearance (Zuhur)*

Hossein Elahinejad
Full Professor at the Islamic Culture and Culture Research Institute,Qom, Iran.
h.elahinejad@isca.ac.ir

Abstract
One of the destructive and harmful factors in the field of Mahdism, the
culture of the waiting (Intizar), and the individual and social lives of
believers is the issue of "Tawqit"—the practice of setting a specific time
for the Reappearance. Tawqit refers to determining a designated time
or date for the occurrence of the Reappearance. Various aspects are
discussed concerning this subject, such as the ontological nature,
scope, consequences, approaches, and origins of Tawgqit. In this
research, data is gathered using the library and documentary method,
and processed through a descriptive-analytical approach. For instance,
in discussing the nature of Tawqit, the concept is examined both
lexically and technically, alongside its variations such as general versus
detailed Tawqit, and direct versus indirect Tawqit. Regarding its scope,
the universality of this phenomenon is addressed, highlighting its
trans-sectarian and trans-religious character. In the section on
consequences, the negative impacts of time-setting on society—such as

« Cite this article: Elahinejad, H. (2025). Time-Setting (Tawgit) Regarding the Reappearance
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despair regarding the Reappearance, doubt, denial of the event, and
the weakening of the spirit of Intizar among the people—are analyzed.
Furthermore, various perspectives on the matter, including
theological, jurisprudential, and psychological approaches to Tawqit,

are explored.

Keywords
Tawqit (Time-setting), Zuhur (Reappearance), Scope of Tawqit,

Consequences of Tawqit, Origins of Tawqit.
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The Pattern of Preparatory Governance: An Analysis of the Logic
of Decision-Making in the Conduct of the Supreme Leader”
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Abstract

This research aims to explain the logic of decision-making within the
governance system of the Islamic Republic of Iran based on the
thoughts of the Supreme Leader of Iran, examining the link between
epistemic foundations and behavioral policies in the process of
civilization-building. The primary research question is: How has
jurisprudential-strategic rationality managed to create a balance
between fixed divine ideals and changing global realities? The research
methodology employed in this article is the thematic analysis of the
statements and practical conduct (Sira) of Ayatollah Khamenei.

The findings indicate that the logic of "Preparatory Governance"
(Governance for Ground-setting) is established upon three fundamental
pillars: First, "Religious Democracy," which, as the sole channel for the
actualization of divine power, emphasizes human dignity and the
authenticity of collective growth; second, "Jurisprudential Rationality,"
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which—relying on the methodology of Jawahiri jurisprudence and the
management of the element of Maslahah (expediency/public interest)
in both present and subsequent contexts—resolves executive deadlocks
without succumbing to secular values; and third, "Governance Piety,"
which serves as an ethical guarantee, preventing the deviation of
power toward corruption and tyranny. The results suggest that this
comprehensive model, through the precise application of the rule of
"the more important and the important”, charts a path where the
preservation of the system's principles and the civilizational maturity
of society take precedence over short-term interests, elevating
governance from routine management to a history-making movement
toward preparation for the Era of Reappearance.

Keywords

Preparatory Governance, Jurisprudential Rationality, Religious
Democracy, Maslahah (Expediency), New Islamic Civilization, The
Supreme Leader of Iran.
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An Examination of the Theological Conflict between
"Tawqit of the Reappearance' and the "Principle
of Bada' in Imami Thought”

Mahmoud Malekirad
Assistant professor of the Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran.
m.malekirad@isca.ac.ir

Abstract

The doctrine of Mahdism, as one of the fundamental pillars of
Imamiya thought, has consistently faced challenges and pitfalls,
among which "Tawqit" (setting a time for the Reappearance) is one of
the most significant. frequently narrated hadiths, using expressions
such as "The time-setters have lied" (Kadhaba al-Waqqatun), have
categorically rejected this phenomenon. On the other hand, the
"Principle of Bada" (alteration in the divine will), as one of the
theological characteristics of Shi'ism, emphasizes the possibility of
change in non-definitive divine decrees based on human voluntary
actions. This research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach
and relying on authoritative library sources including the Holy Quran,
the narrations of the Infallibles (AS), and theological texts, examines
the fundamental conflict between these two categories. The central
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question is: How does the principle of Bada render any claim of Tawqit
inherently void? The research findings indicate that Tawqit
necessitates the acceptance of an immutable historical determinism
regarding the timing of the Reappearance, whereas the principle of
Bada keeps the door open for the influence of human actions—such as
supplication, repentance, and social reform—on hastening the advent
of the Faraj (deliverance). These two perspectives—one based on
temporal certainty and the other on the possibility of change through
voluntary deeds—stand in clear and intrinsic conflict with one another.
Accordingly, belief in the principle of Bada serves as a firm theological
barrier against any claim of determining the time of the Reappearance
and replaces passive, time-oriented waiting (for Imam Mahdi) with
active and conscious waiting.

Keywords
Mahdism, Tawgqit (Time-setting), Bada, Zuhur (Reappearance),
Imamiya Theology, Intizar (waiting for Imam Mahdi’s reappearance).
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The Role of Holy Shrines and Sacred Sites of Islamic Iran in
Strengthening Preparatory Governance with an Emphasis
on Defense Against Cognitive Warfare”

Abbas Ebrahimi
Assistant professor of the Secretariat of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution, Tehran, Iran.
a.ebrahimi@scer.ir

Abstract

In recent decades, particularly with the widespread application of
Artificial Intelligence (AI), modern cognitive warfare has emerged as
one of the most complex soft threats, gaining a significant position in
social security studies. This type of warfare aims at the gradual
alteration of perceptions, beliefs, and the semantic systems of society,
targeting the foundations of identity and public trust. Consequently,
confronting it requires attention to and the utilization of capacities
beyond mere security or media tools. Among these capacities are deep-
rooted religious institutions such as the Holy Shrines and sacred sites
of Islamic Iran, which, with a significant audience of tens of millions,
possess extensive social capital and deep emotional and cultural ties
with the body of society, continuing to function successfully in their
respective domains. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this
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research examines the role of the Holy Shrines and sacred sites of
Islamic Iran within the framework of "Preparatory Governance"
(Governance for Ground-setting) in the context of cognitive warfare.
This governance, in the thought of Imam Khomeini, emphasizes the
conscious participation of the people, the strengthening of faith, and
social responsibility, providing the platform for the realization of a
Monotheistic and Mahdavi society. The research findings indicate that
the Holy Shrines and sacred sites, as grassroots entities with their
cultural and educational capacities, are capable of playing a key role in
enhancing cognitive resilience, reproducing social trust, and
strengthening cognitive faith. Redefining the mission of these
institutions within the framework of preparatory governance can pave
the way for the maximum utilization of this capital to actively and
civilizationally counter modern cognitive threats.

Keywords
Cognitive Warfare, Preparatory Governance, Holy Shrines, Sacred
Sites, Cognitive Resilience.
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Abstract

The Divine Caliphate (Vicegerency) has a starting point that began
with the creation of Prophet Adam and an ultimate end that Almighty
God has promised will be realized by the Seal of Successors. Currently,
the realm of creation in general, and humanity in particular, has
reached a stage in its evolutionary journey where it must move toward
its final goal through the governance of the Wali Faqih. This article is
based on the premise that governance founded on Wilayat al-Faqih* is
not merely an emergency measure to fill the power vacuum during the
Era of Occultation, but rather something far beyond a mere mode of
governing—it is a fundamental reconfiguration of the model for
achieving the purpose of creation. It transitions the issue of "ground-
setting” for the Reappearance of Imam Mahdi from a suspended state
into an operational program and engineers the preparatory process in

* Cite this article: Mirzadeh, H. (2025). The Governance of the Wali Fagih as a Reconfiguration of
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such a way that it directly facilitates the fulfillment of the necessary
conditions for the manifestation of the Divine Caliphate within the
context of a monotheistic civilization. Thus, employing a socio-political
approach to a deep epistemic and anthropological issue, this research
uses a conceptual-inferential analysis method to specifically answer
the question: How can the governance of the Wali Faqih serve as a
reconfiguration of the preparation for the Reappearance in the
direction of realizing the Divine Caliphate?

Keywords
Governance, Wilayat al-Faqih (Guardianship of the Jurist), Ground-
setting for the Reappearance, Divine Caliphate, Monotheistic Civilization.
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Characteristics of Strategic Waiting in the Age of Occultation”
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Abstract

The waiting (for Imam Mahdi’s reappearance), as one of the
fundamental concepts of Mahdiism thought, plays a decisive role in
directing the individual and social actions of the Shiah community
during the Age of Occultation. However, non-strategic and static
interpretations of waiting have sometimes reduced it to a passive and
merely mental concept, thereby weakening its civilizational and social
functions. The central problem of this research is to explain the nature
and characteristics of "Strategic waiting" in the Age of Occultation. The
research objective is to extract the characteristics of strategic
expectation and explain its role in the dynamism, responsibility, and
active agency of the awaiting society. This study is conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method, utilizing library and documentary
sources. The research findings indicate that strategic waiting is
founded upon characteristics such as Wilayah-centeredness
(adherence to the Guardianship), global thinking, an Islamic
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civilization-building approach, hope-generation, insight, dignity and
independence, unity and solidarity, all-encompassing and continuous
Jihad, anti-oppression, resistance, and comprehensive readiness.
Accordingly, strategic waiting is considered not only a theological/
devotional concept but also an active strategy for the movement of the
Islamic society toward the realization of the New Islamic Civilization
during the Age of Occultation.

Keywords
Waiting, Strategy, Strategic waiting, Age of Occultation, Characteristics
of Strategic waiting.
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A Comparative Study of the Necessity of the Savior's Presence
for Contemporary Man from the Perspective of Abrahamic
Religions, with Emphasis on the Islamic Viewpoint™
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Abstract

Many nations and religions share common beliefs, including the faith
in the doctrine of "the waiting" (for Imam Mahdi’s reappearance).
Nations that have suffered from pain, calamity, and oppression have
sought refuge in this belief, using it as a window for hope and
liberation. The root of this faith lies in the innate human inclination
toward perfection; hence, many monotheistic religions, positivist
religions, and schools of thought share a belief in the emergence of a
global reformer. Despite the dominance of technology and
materialistic systems over contemporary thought patterns, the
doctrine of waiting remains alive, and addressing it within the
intellectual atmosphere of the 21st century is both possible and
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beneficial. Even today, many groups of people across the world remain
committed to this belief, awaiting the appearance of the great Savior
and Liberator. This research, in its entirety, seeks to answer the
question: Do Abrahamic religions share the same reality regarding the
belief in a Savior, or do they differ in this field? Accordingly, the
present study explains the profile of the doctrine of expectation in
Abrahamic monotheistic religions. Based on traditional (narrative)
and rational evidence, it collects, examines, and analyzes texts related
to this doctrine—particularly concerning the pre-reappearance stage
when the world is engulfed in chaos and oppression—and
subsequently elucidates the characteristics of the Promised Savior and
the method of achieving global justice during his era. This research is
conducted using a library and documentary method for data collection
and a descriptive-analytical approach for information processing.
Among the most significant results is that the belief in the Promised
Messiah in Jewish religious thought has consistently occupied the
imagination and intellect of the Jewish people throughout history,
playing an effective role in determining their reactions and policies
toward surrounding societies. For instance, whenever Jews were
subjected to oppression by Christians, they pinned their hopes on the
appearance of a Messiah who would deliver them.

Keywords
Savior, Contemporary Man, Abrahamic Religions, Necessity of the
Savior's Presence.
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Abstract
This article examines the role of the "Document for the Development
of Mahdavi Culture and Expectation" in achieving "Preparatory
Governance". The Mahdiism Document was approved by the Supreme
Council of the Cultural Revolution in 2023 (1402 SH) and
communicated by the late President, Martyr Ayatollah Raisi. Despite
its approval and notification, its relationship with the model of
preparatory governance and its capacity to meet the civilizational
governance requirements of the Islamic Revolution has not been
systematically explained. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method
based on the themes mentioned in the "Statement of the Second Step
of the Revolution"—as one of the primary documents outlining the
New Islamic Civilization—this paper attempts to align the components
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of preparatory governance with the Mahdiism Document and present
the document's role in realizing such governance. The findings indicate
that the Mahdiism Document, by emphasizing the institutionalization
of Mahdavi culture within the realm of governance and its promotion
across all aspects of individual and social life, aims for increased public
participation, the improvement of lifestyles, empowerment of
community members, the expansion of justice and equity, and the
elevation of spirituality and ethics in society. These objectives can
serve as the foundation for an effective model of Islamic governance.

Keywords

Preparatory Governance, Document for the Development of Mahdavi
Culture and Waiting, Mahdiism, Islamic Governance, Statement of the
Second Step of the Revolution.
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Mahdavi Governance: A Strategy for Paving the Way for the
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Abstract

The Islamic Revolution of Iran, as a turning point in the history of
Shi'ism, has created a fundamental transformation in the concept of
"the waiting" (for Imam Mahdi’s reappearance), shifting it from a
passive and individualistic state to an active, social, and government-
building paradigm. Using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing
upon the statements of Imam Khomeini (RA) and the Supreme Leader
of Iran, this article elucidates the model of "Mahdavi Governance" as a
comprehensive strategy to overcome the fourfold challenges of the Age
of Occultation and to pave the way for the Reappearance. Given the
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pivotal role of the Islamic Revolution in redefining the concept of
"waiting" and the absence of a comprehensive model of "Mahdavi
Governance” during the Occultation, explaining its theoretical and
practical framework is an essential necessity for laying the foundations
of Islamic civilization and realizing "Active waiting." The findings
indicate that Mahdavi Governance is a gradual and systematic process
based on the stages of the "Islamic System," "Islamic Government,"
"Islamic Country,” and "Islamic Civilization," the ultimate goal of
which is to create an exemplary, righteous, and prepared society as an
objective and small-scale preview of the global government of Imam
Mahdi (AS). In this critical path, "Preparedness” across seven key
axes—ideological, ethical, political-governmental, economic, military,
cultural, and psycho-spiritual—is an undeniable necessity. Its
realization is defined as a simultaneous and shared duty for both rulers
and the people within the discourse of "Active Expectation." Finally,
the article concludes that the Islamic Republic of Iran, as the only
practical laboratory of religious governance in the Age of Occultation,
possesses an unparalleled capacity to fulfill this historical role.

Keywords

Mahdavi Governance, Paving the Way for Reappearance, Active
waiting, Islamic Revolution, Stages of Civilization Building, Challenges
of Occultation, Wilayat al-Faqih (Guardianship of the Jurist).
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Abstract

Various interpretations are proposed regarding the occultation of the
Imam of the Age (Imam Mahdi) and the nature of his reappearance.
According to the "chosen view" (Qawl-e-Mukhtar), the Occultation
arises from humanity's collective choice to set aside religion and,
consequently, to distance its primary expert from the leadership of
human life. Naturally, following this process, the reappearance of the
Hidden Imam will be realized only when this collective choice changes.
The Islamic Revolution of Iran was a significant step in this direction
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and toward shifting humanity's general choice. Although the "new
discourse" of the Islamic Revolution holds great appeal among
contemporary human schools of thought, it has unfortunately not been
addressed as it deserves; specifically, its novelty—which is one of its
primary attractions—has been overlooked. This new perspective,
which seeks the "engineering of the world" through divine religion,
possesses both affirmative and negative aspects. Its affirmative aspect
involves advancing the five stages of the Islamic Revolution, while its
negative aspect entails resistance against factors that hinder the
progress of this process.

In recent years, this discourse and intellectual framework have
shaped the Resistance in the Southwest Asia region—a resistance that
operates based on Quranic principles. Understanding this point
reveals the secret behind the victories of this front. Utilizing a library-
based analytical method and providing a concise re-explanation of the
perspective on the occultation of the Imam of the Age, the present
article elucidates the "new discourse" of the Islamic Revolution and its
dimensions, applying it to specific instances of resistance in the region.

Keywords

Islamic Revolution, Reappearance, Imam of the Age, Islamic
Resistance, Relationship between Religion and the World, Age of
Occultation.
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