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Security Challenges Posed by Deviant Movements
and False Claimants of Mahdism!

Reza Lakzaei
Assistant Professor, Imam Sadiq (AS) Research Institute for Islamic Sciences, Qom, Iran
Email: r.lakzaee@isri.ac.ir

24 Abstract
Deviant movements and false claimants of Mahdism have created, and
continue to create, various challenges — including security challenges
— for societies, particularly the Islamic Republic of Iran. These
security challenges can be categorized into theoretical and practical
types. So far, most discussions about the security aspects of deviant
sects have been limited to describing and criticizing these movements;
therefore, it is necessary to address and explain these challenges more
concretely. In this regard, this study, using a descriptive-analytical
method, examines the security challenges posed by deviant
movements and false claimants of Mahdism. The author concludes
that among the theoretical challenges are: shifting priorities; confusing
the friend-enemy and insider-outsider distinctions; creating various
social divisions; opportunism; institutionalizing oppression, tyranny,
and colonialism; encouraging and committing murder; opposing the

1. Cite this article: Lakzaei, R. (2024). Security Challenges Posed by Deviant Movements and False
Claimants of Mahdism. Va 'ad al-Umam fi Al-Qur ‘an va Al-Hadith, 1(2), pp. 10-45.
https://Doi.org/10.22081/jpng.2025.72462.1018

* Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran. *Type of article: Research Article
[ Received: 2024/01/26e Received in revised form: 2024/03/11 eAccepted: 2024/04/29e Available online: 2024/07/10
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Islamic Revolution, the Islamic Republic, and the Guardianship of the
Jurist (Velayat-e Faqih); and weakening the institution of the family,
among others. The practical challenges include the promotion of
superstitions and false beliefs, as well as opposition to religious
authorities (Maraji‘ al-Taqlid), among others.

Keywords
security challenges, Mahdism, deviant sects, false claimants
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Abstract

The Hadith School of Qom, as one of the most influential intellectual
centers of the Imamiyya, has always been a focal point of attention for
scholars and researchers. However, studies related to Mahdism in this
school still suffer from certain shortcomings, such as the lack of a
school-based perspective and the absence of detailed typological
analysis of Mahdism narrations. A precise typology of narrations can
provide a clear picture of the different categories of Mahdism
narrations within this school and pave the way for deeper content
analyses in future studies.

Accordingly, this study, using a descriptive-analytical method and
based on 358 narrations from the Hadith School of Qom, classifies the
Mahdism narrations. The findings show that the largest portion of
narrations concerns the era of Imam Mahdi’s (AS) governance, while
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narrations about the period after him are relatively few. By focusing on
both the structural and thematic analysis of narrations, this research
takes a step toward completing Mahdist studies within the Hadith
School of Qom.

Keywords
Mahdism, Mahdism narrations, typology, Hadith School of Qom.
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Abstract

Faith in and belief in the Promised Savior (Imam Mahdi) has always
been one of the fundamental tenets of Shi‘ism throughout history,
serving as a source of vitality and resilience, particularly in the realm
of social movements. Islamic thinkers, inspired by this belief, have
continuously worked to keep society prepared for uprisings against
tyrannical and deviant powers. In contrast to this authentic current,
other movements have sought, by exploiting various social conditions,
to construct alternative discourses and divert this belief for their own
purposes.

It is evident that the history and geography of false Mahdism claims
are vast and far-reaching, making a comprehensive review unnecessary
and impractical. The present study focuses on examining the social

=

. Cite this article: Sadeghnia, M., & Shahrokhi, H. (2024). Historical Infrastructures Influencing the
Inclination toward Deviant Mahdism Sects in Iranian Society. Va ad al-Umam fi Al-Qur’an va Al-
Hadith, 1(2), pp. 78-102.
https://Doi.org/10.22081/jpng.2025.73189.1026

* Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran. *Type of article: Research Article
[ Received: 2024/01/30e Received in revised form: 2024/03/14 eAccepted: 2024/05/01e Available online: 2024/07/10

© The Authors

http://jpng.isca.ac.ir


https://orcid.org/0009-0004-9139-2923

va
P

R S

! gl g8 88 ol dy gl 3l 926 oI (538 5l i S il

factors behind the emergence of false claimants to Mahdism in
contemporary Iran. It examines the social and political conditions of
Iran during three historical periods — the Qajar, Pahlavi, and Islamic
Republic eras — in which the circumstances were conducive to the
formation, growth, and strengthening of pseudo-Mahdist movements.
The chaotic social conditions of modern Iran and certain structural
issues within society have provided the context for the intensification
of eschatological hopes and the emergence of false claimants to
Mahdism.

Keywords
deviant movements, social factors, false claimants to Mahdism, false
claimants, contemporary Iran.
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The Imamiyya’s Argument from the Principle of Grace (Qa ‘idat
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Abstract

The Principle of Grace (Qa‘idat al-Lutf) is one of the fundamental
theological principles in Islamic thought. According to this principle,
the divine purpose — namely, the guidance, instruction, and perfection
of humankind — is realized. The sending of messengers, the revelation
of divine scriptures, and the appointment of Imams are all justified
within this framework. Since God has made guidance and perfection
obligatory upon Himself, and such a goal cannot be achieved without
the sending of messengers and the appointment of Imams, these acts
become necessary and inevitable. However, the question arises: in the
era of occultation, when the Imam of the Time (may God hasten his
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reappearance) lives in concealment, first, what is the benefit and
necessity of appointing an Imam? And second, what is the relationship
between the Principle of Grace and the occultation? Using a library
and documentary method for data collection and a descriptive-
analytical approach for data analysis, this paper examines the views of
Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Sa‘id Hakim. The findings briefly
suggest that, first, the existential (takwini) benefit of the Imam of the
Time justifies the necessity of appointing an Imam during the
occultation. Second, the occultation includes three elements — the
cause, the purpose, and the wisdom of occultation. The Principle of
Grace is inconsistent with the first two (the cause and the purpose,
which are related to human shortcomings) but consistent and
overlapping with the third element, namely the wisdom of occultation.

Keywords
Principle of Grace, appointment of the Imam, Ayatollah Hakim,
ontological nature of occultation, semantic scope of occultation.
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Abstract

For many years, global political planners, rulers, and executive leaders
have sought to establish peace, security, and stability for themselves,
their nations, and humanity as a whole. Various political plans, bills,
wars, and psychological campaigns have been launched to achieve
such an atmosphere. Some of these plans have been implemented,
while others have remained only on paper or have been deliberately
obstructed. The result of these confrontations and incomplete schemes
has not been the realization of global peace and security but rather the
opposite — a movement toward increased conflict and insecurity.
Contemporary examples abound: wherever there are bloodshed and
oppression in the world, traces of Zionist Israeli Jews and their loyal
allies — the United States and Saudi Arabia — can be found. What have
they brought to humanity other than displacement, plunder, and
insecurity, including the ongoing massacre of Muslims and the
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oppressed in various regions? Can such powers truly be called the
champions of global peace and security? This article aims to examine
the teachings of peace and security within the Jewish tradition and
culture, whose followers claim to be advocates of global peace and
stability. It also seeks to answer the question: Does Judaism possess
the potential to govern a diverse and plural world? However, it
concludes that only adherence to Islam can guarantee genuine global
peace and security. The Prophet Muhammad and the Imams made
great efforts to establish universal peace, but opportunists and
worldly-minded individuals prevented its realization. Nonetheless,
according to divine promise, true peace and security will ultimately be
realized through the mighty hand of the final divine savior.

Keywords
security, peace, Judaism, global, Zionism.
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Tawqit (specifying a time for the reappearance of the Savior) is
recognized as one of the most significant challenges in the discourse of
the reappearance and has always drawn the attention of researchers.
In Imamiyya narrations, tawqit is strongly condemned. On the other
hand, numerous traditions and studies that discuss the signs of the
reappearance sometimes seem to imply a temporal indication for it.
Resolving this apparent contradiction requires a proper understanding
of both tawgqit and the signs of the reappearance. Paying attention to
their similarities and differences can greatly contribute to identifying
the roots of deviant movements and false claimants of Mahdism. This
study, using a descriptive-analytical approach and emphasizing the
similarities and differences between tawgqit and the signs of the
reappearance, analyzes the damages and deviations related to this
issue. By referring to some contemporary figures and movements, it
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traces the origins of the distortions found in their discourse and
actions. The findings show that the traditions never aim to determine a
specific time for the reappearance; rather, their purpose is to describe
its signs. There are numerous differences between the two; however,
focusing solely on their similarities has led to mental confusion and
caused serious challenges for some individuals.

Keywords
pathology, tawgqit (time determination), signs of the reappearance,
time of reappearance, Mahdism.
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Abstract

The pathology of the culture of Intizar (waiting for Imam Mahdi’s
reappearance) in the era of Imam Mahdi’s occultation has great
significance. Within the Mahdist framework, the apostasy of the
believers in the end times has been strongly emphasized by the
Infallibles. However, the true nature of apostasy in the period of
occultation—its origins and preventive approaches based on the
narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt—has received little scholarly attention.
The findings of this descriptive-analytical study indicate that apostasy,
in its jurisprudential sense implying departure from religion, applies
only to those who consciously and deliberately deny the Imamate of
Imam Mahdi. By focusing on the narrations concerning apostasy in the
era of occultation and analyzing them, this research identifies the roots
of this problem in factors such as ignorance, persistent doubt,
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hardness of heart, and confusion. To remain safe from such deviations,
the study recommends eliminating these causes through awareness,
insight enhancement, adherence to the Qur’an, and obedience to the
teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt. By providing preventive strategies, this
paper aims to help avoid the potential spiritual losses resulting from
apostasy.

Keywords
Apostasy, Era of Occultation, Religious Defection, Harm, Conscious
Denial, Rejection of Religion and Imamate, Prevention of Apostasy.
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Abstract

Given the current global transitional stage—where the world is passing
through a crucial historical turning point and power is shifting from
the West to the East—it is necessary to examine different perspectives
on messianism and the new world order. Using a descriptive—library
method, this paper first explores the foundations and approaches of
various schools regarding the concept of the savior and global
governance, and then examines their civilizational outcomes and
resultant order. Materialist schools and non-Abrahamic religions such
as Hinduism and Buddhism present a worldly, spirituality-deprived
image of global order that, due to its inability to meet innate human
needs, lacks sustainability. The distorted Abrahamic religions
(Christianity, Judaism, and Sunni Islam), despite emphasizing salvation
in the afterlife, are also incapable of civilizational development and
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establishing a unified global rule because of their epistemological
deviations. In contrast, Shi‘i Mahdism—with its focus on universal
justice, spirituality, and active Intizar—possesses the potential to
realize a divine new order and address human needs. Accordingly, the
Islamic Revolution of Iran, inspired by this thought, seeks to build a
new Islamic civilization and prepare the ground for the reappearance,
while through the discourse of resistance, it has played a significant
role in changing the global balance of power and forming an
independent pole against the hegemonic system.

Keywords
Utopia, Resistance Thought, Messianism, Mahdism and Intizar, Eastern
New Order.
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Abstract

In the contemporary era, Islam faces numerous threats from arrogant
global powers. One of the areas persistently targeted since early times
is the doctrine of Mahdism. The Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Revolution has recognized this scheme of the enemies—who seek to
undermine the faith through distortions of Mahdism—and has
endeavored to analyze and clarify the issue to help Muslims identify
strategies of resistance and prevent ensuing crises. Using a
descriptive—analytical and library-based method, this study investigates
the pathology of false claimants to Mahdism. The findings show that
the main harms in this field include unscientific actions, false claims of
contact with the Imam, deviant interpretations of Intizar (awaiting),
and fraudulent claims of Mahdism. The Supreme Leader emphasizes
the need for more rigorous scholarly work by experts, avoidance of
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populist approaches, and recourse to Imam Mahdi (may God hasten
his reappearance) as effective means to raise awareness and prevent
the dangers posed by false claimants.

Keywords
Pathology, Movements, False Claimants, Mahdism, Supreme Leader of
Iran.
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Abstract

Khums (one-fifth tax) is one of the established jurisprudential
obligations among Shia Muslims. However, certain figures, such as
Ahmad al-Basri—the self-proclaimed Yamani claimant—have
attempted to cast doubt on this essential tenet of religion. Ahmad al-
Basri argues that Khums has been made permissible (mubah) for Shia
during the occultation of Imam Mahdi and bases his claim on the
Tawqi‘ (signed letter) of Ishaq ibn Ya‘qub. The Yamani sect, by
selectively citing portions of narrations, seeks to create disillusionment
and alienate the Shia community from jurisprudence. Accordingly, this
study adopts a descriptive—analytical method to evaluate the
permissibility of Khums from the perspective of the Yamani claimant.
The findings show that: (1) the legislation of Khums is firmly

1. Cite this article: Noorafshan, S. & Golzar, M. (2024). An Evaluation of the Permissibility of
Khums Based on the Viewpoint of the Yamani Claimant. Va’ad al-Umam fi Al-Qur’an va Al-
Hadith, 1(2), pp. 303-323.
https://Doi.org/10.22081/jpng.2025.73194.1025

* Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran. *Type of article: Research Article
[ Received: 2024/02/13e Received in revised form: 2024/03/25 eAccepted: 2024/05/16e Available online: 2024/07/10

© The Authors

http://jpng.isca.ac.ir


https://orcid.org/0009-0004-5514-0120
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-6394-1556

established among all Muslims; (2) narrations concerning the
permissibility of Khums refer to specific times or circumstances and
cannot be generalized, as the Imams granted exemptions only to
certain individuals or under specific conditions out of benevolence;
and (3) Ahmad al-Basri’s claim that Khums is permissible for all Shia
during the occultation lacks any valid evidence or justification.
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Permissibility of Khums, Mahdism, Ahmad al-Basri, Deviant Sects.
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Abstract

ISIS is one of the Takfiri groups that seeks to attract followers through
religious beliefs. The doctrinal foundations of this group can be
analyzed from various perspectives. One distinctive aspect of ISIS
compared to other Takfiri movements is its use of the end time and
Mahdist symbols—such as the lineage of the promised Mahdi, the
geographical location of the apocalyptic conflicts, and the symbols or
flags associated with the Mahdi. By aligning these elements with its
own movement, ISIS attempts to sanctify its actions, portray itself as
the savior of the end times, and thereby attract more followers. Such
research is essential for future studies and behavioral analysis of
emerging extremist groups. Moreover, given the potential risk of
individuals from various countries joining such organizations,
identifying and analyzing these doctrinal foundations can help raise
awareness in society and prevent recruitment. This study, employing a
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descriptive—analytical method, seeks to extract and critically assess the
narrations of the end time used by ISIS. The findings indicate that the
group’s use of these narrations suffers from serious methodological
and interpretative flaws. There is no correspondence between the cited
narrations and the genuine signs of the end times. Rather, ISIS
exploits these symbols merely to legitimize its actions; therefore, the
group cannot be regarded as a true representative or savior of the end
times.

Keywords
Hadith Foundations, ISIS, Mahdism, The End Time, Deviant Sects.
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Abstract
Basically, various types of media are used to disseminate the ideas of a
movement. A book is one of the media that proves highly effective for
presenting and spreading ideas. Ahmad al-Basri, as one of the
claimants to Mahdism, has employed this medium to propagate his
views. His close associates—among them Nazem al-Aqili—published
Al-Arba'oon Hadithan fi al-Mahdiyyin wa Dhurriyat al-Qa'im to
argue for the existence of multiple Mahdian figures after the Twelfth
Imam and present them as imams. This study, after conducting
research and investigation through a library-based descriptive—

analytical method and by applying the principles of figh al-hadith
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(jurisprudence of hadith), examines the narrations cited in this book to
prove the existence of the Mahdiyyin. The findings reveal that issues
such as the lack of proper hadith family formation, misinterpretation
of narrative expressions, neglect of contextual coherence (siyaq), and
disregard for variant versions of the narrations constitute the most
significant figh al-hadith defects in the cited narrations.

Keywords
Figh al-Hadith, Mahdiyyin, Ahmad al-Basri, Arba'oon Hadith.
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