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The Role of the Claimants of Mahdism in Creating
Epistemological and Behavioral Challenges and Its Solutions!

Gholam Reza Behroozi Lak! Seyed Hassan Siadati2
1. Professor, Baqir al-Olum University, behroozlak@gmail.com
seiied33@gmail.com
2. Level Four (PhD) in Imamology (corresponding author)
seiied33@gmail.com

=~ Abstract

The claimants of Mahdism, with their false and untrue claims, have
caused many challenges and harms in various aspects of individual,
social, worldly, hereafter, material, spiritual, epistemological and
tendency, action, etc. One of these challenges facing the waiters (of
Imam Mahdi) is the harm caused by the claimants of Mahdism in
terms of epistemology and behavior, and it provides the basis for
deviations and misleading in the epistemology and behavior of the
waiters. In order to solve this problem, comprehensive research should
be done in this regard. This article has dealt with the epistemological
and behavioral challenges in the waiters and the waiting community
through the documentary and library method and descriptive and

1. Cite this article: Behroozi Lak, Gh. R, & Siadati, S. H. (2024). The Role of the Claimants of
Mahdism in Creating Epistemological and Behavioral Challenges and Its solutions. Va’ad al-
Umam fi Al-Qur’an va Al-Hadith, 1(1), pp. 10-38.
https://doi.org/10.22081/jpnqg.2024.67839.1004
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analytical data processing. The findings suggest rational life as the
solution to ignorant life, world-centeredness as the solution to
agnosticism, true saviorism as the solution to false saviorism, and

pacifism as the solution to seeking fight.

Keywords
Claimants of Mahdism, epistemological challenges, behavioral challenges,
pathology of Mahdism.
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e 2= Abstract

The teaching of the waiting (for Imam Mahdi) is the most frequently
used and practical teachings of Mahdism. The waiting has a unique
and influential role in guiding and organizing the waiters and the
waiting community. This influencing and irreplaceable role can be
expressed in both personal and social aspects with two positive and
negative approaches. In the positive approach, the issue of
socialization is brought up and in the negative approach, the issue of
social control is dealt with. Socialization means gaining insight and
awareness of society's values and norms to institutionalize and
implement them in society without external pressure and without
using social control tools, but social control is the continuation of the
socialization process. Socialization is considered as the voluntary and
arbitrary conformity. When conformity does not occur, social control
mechanisms are used to transmit and enforce social norms and
expectations. In the contemporary era, with regard to the many
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problems that have plagued the people and the waiting community due
to the western cultural invasion and created challenges for the society,
to overcome these problems and challenges, it is necessary to use
Mahdism and its teachings first, in promoting the Islamic lifestyle in
the form of socialization and second, to fix the western lifestyle in the
form of social control. As a qualitative study, this article uses the
library and documentation method in data collection and the
descriptive and analytical method in data processing to achieve results
such as the realization of the socialization indicators of the waiting and
the use of control tools centered on the waiting in society.

Keywords
The waiting, socialization, social control, self-care, sense of presence.
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~ea Abstract

The book Tafsir by Ali Ibn Ibrahim Qomi, as one of the oldest sources
left from the early days of Minor Occultation, can be explored with the
approach of Mahdism. The present article examined the attribution of
the book to the author with a descriptive-analytical method while
analyzing the personality of Ali Ibn Ibrahim Qomi, and like other
researchers, it led to the conclusion that this work is not fully written
by Ali bin Ibrahim Qomi and belongs to the era after him. Mahdism
narratives are narrated in four ways in this work: Narrated by hadith
scholars of the same period or later than Qomi; Narratives of Abi
Jarud; Ijtihadat of the author of the book and the fourth part of the
narratives of Ali Ibn Ibrahim Qomi. There are 20 narratives in the
fourth part, which were analyzed from the point of view of
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documentation and content. Most of his narratives have been narrated
from his father, Ibrahim bin Hashem, and he has narrated them from
other hadith scholars, some of which are not authentic. In terms of
content, his narratives are diverse and the author has a special
emphasis on the narratives related to the period of reappearance and
after the reappearance of Imam Mahdi, i.e. Ruj’a. Meanwhile, in this
Tafsir (interpretation), some of the famous verses related to Mahdism
are not narrated. Another prominent point is that only one of his 20
narratives has been mentioned in previous sources up to the s5th
century, that too with another document, and most of his narratives
were mentioned during the writing of Shia narrative interpretation in
the middle and late centuries. In addition, the level of knowledge of the
verses in this interpretation is of the type of conventional nature in the
examples and trans-conventional nature.

Keywords

Mahdism, Sourceology, Tafsir al-Qummi, Ali Ibn Ibrahim Qomi,
documentary and content analysis.
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How Imam Mahdi Faced Deviant Currents
and False Claimants of Mahdism!

Majid Ahmadi Kajaeil
1. Assistant professor, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran.
majid.ahmadi.313@gmail.com

Abstract
Minor Occultation is one of the most important periods in the history
of Imami Shia, as with the absence of Imam Mahdi, Shiites faced many
problems. Undoubtedly, the absence of Imam Mahdi stunned the
Shiites. This absence, especially with the emergence of individuals and
groups claiming Imamate and representation among the Imams,
created more problems and caused the circle of amazement to increase
among the Imami Shiites. This group of claimants came into being in
different types, including claimants of representation and Imamate. In
the meantime, even some of the representatives of the former imams,
who did not have much of a bad history, joined these people, and all
these cases led to more problems for Imamiya Shiites when faced with
the absence of Imam Mahdi. In this article, it’s been tried to identify
deviant people and currents through a descriptive and analytical
method, and after that, Imam Mahdi's treatment towards them will be
shown. The treatment of the twelfth Imam towards them in this period

1. Cite this article: Ahmadi Kajaei, M. (2024). How Imam Mahdi faced deviant currents and false
claimants of Mahdism. Va 'ad al-Umam fi Al-Qur’an va Al-Hadith, 1(1), pp. 93-116.
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has been in various ways, such as organizing the institution of legal
representation and appointing the main and secondary representatives,
dealing with high-ranking people and claimants of representation,
explaining the main strategy of the Imamate to start the process of
Major Occultation, explaining the Imamate and avoiding the excesses
and extremism related to position of Ahl al-Bayt. In this article,
attention will be paid only to how Imam confronts deviant currents.

Keywords
Imam Mahdi, confrontation, minor occultation, deviants, false claimants.
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Abstract
Faith in and belief in the Promised Savior (Imam Mahdi) has always
been one of the fundamental tenets of Shi‘ism throughout history,
serving as a source of vitality and resilience, particularly in the realm
of social movements. Islamic thinkers, inspired by this belief, have
continuously worked to keep society prepared for uprisings against
tyrannical and deviant powers. In contrast to this authentic current,
other movements have sought, by exploiting various social conditions,
to construct alternative discourses and divert this belief for their own
purposes.

It is evident that the history and geography of false Mahdism claims
are vast and far-reaching, making a comprehensive review unnecessary
and impractical. The present study focuses on examining the social
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factors behind the emergence of false claimants to Mahdism in
contemporary Iran. It examines the social and political conditions of
Iran during three historical periods — the Qajar, Pahlavi, and Islamic
Republic eras — in which the circumstances were conducive to the
formation, growth, and strengthening of pseudo-Mahdist movements.
The chaotic social conditions of modern Iran and certain structural
issues within society have provided the context for the intensification
of eschatological hopes and the emergence of false claimants to
Mahdism.

Keywords

deviant movements, social factors, false claimants to Mahdism, false
claimants, contemporary Iran.
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Abstract

Given the current global transitional stage—where the world is passing
through a crucial historical turning point and power is shifting from
the West to the East—it is necessary to examine different perspectives
on messianism and the new world order. Using a descriptive—library
method, this paper first explores the foundations and approaches of
various schools regarding the concept of the savior and global
governance, and then examines their civilizational outcomes and
resultant order. Materialist schools and non-Abrahamic religions such
as Hinduism and Buddhism present a worldly, spirituality-deprived
image of global order that, due to its inability to meet innate human
needs, lacks sustainability. The distorted Abrahamic religions
(Christianity, Judaism, and Sunni Islam), despite emphasizing salvation
in the afterlife, are also incapable of civilizational development and
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establishing a unified global rule because of their epistemological
deviations. In contrast, Shi‘i Mahdism—with its focus on universal
justice, spirituality, and active Intizar—possesses the potential to
realize a divine new order and address human needs. Accordingly, the
Islamic Revolution of Iran, inspired by this thought, seeks to build a
new Islamic civilization and prepare the ground for the reappearance,
while through the discourse of resistance, it has played a significant
role in changing the global balance of power and forming an
independent pole against the hegemonic system.

Keywords

Utopia, Resistance Thought, Messianism, Mahdism and Intizar, Eastern
New Order.
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